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Minutes of the Audit Committee meeting held on October 28, 2020, at 10:05 a.m. via ZOOM video-

conferencing in accordance with the Direction of the Minister under a Declared State of Emergency 

[updated July 29, 2020 (see attached)] 

 

Roll Call  District 1 – Bruce Prout, present 

District 2 - John A MacDonald, present 

District 3 - Wayne Fowler – (10:44 a.m.)  

District 4 - Burt McNeil, present 

District 5 - Gregory Heming, present 

District 6 - Alex Morrison, Chair, present 

District 7 – Warden Timothy Habinski, present 

District 8 - Michael J Gunn, present 

District 9 - Wendy Sheridan  

District 10 – Deputy Warden Martha Roberts – UNABLE 

District 11 - Diane LeBlanc, and 

Citizen Member Doug Jenner 

Also 

Present: CAO John Ferguson, Municipal Clerk Carolyn Young, Holly Orde Director of Finance, 

Nancy Comeau A/Manager, Harold Duffett, Auditor, and other staff. 

 

Approval of the Agenda 

Councillor LeBlanc moved, seconded by Councillor Heming, to approve the agenda as circulated. Motion 

carried unanimously.  

 

Minutes  

It was moved by Warden Habinski, seconded by Councillor Heming, to approve the minutes of August 5, 

2020, as circulated. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

New Business 
 

Re: MCOA Draft Consolidated Financial Statements to March 31, 2020 – Harold Duffett noted that the 

audit was conducted without reservation, and the consolidated financial statements were prepared in 

accordance with Canadian Public Sector Accounting practices.  
 

He noted that the County is financially healthy and the balance sheet is strong and is on budget with other 

municipal units across the province. Not sure what indicators the Province checks, but the County is 

fiscally strong, with no worries. Annapolis County does not have a strong commercial base. An ideal split 

is 60/40 and the county is not there. Overall, he doesn’t see anything that jumps out as a red flag. 
 

Warden Habinski moved, seconded by Councillor Heming, to recommend that municipal council approve 

the MCOA Financial Statements to March 31, 2020, as prepared by Kent & Duffett, and to authorize the 

Warden and CAO to sign the document for submission to the Minister.  
 

A page by page review was conducted.  
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In-camera 
It was moved by Warden Habinski, seconded by Councillor Fowler to meet in-camera from 11:10 a.m. 

until 11:15 a.m., in accordance with Sections 22(2)(e) contracts and (f) litigation or potential litigation of 

the Municipal Government Act. Motion carried unanimously.  
 

Warden Habinski moved, seconded by Councillor Heming, to amend the motion to correct name of the 

Annapolis County Municipal Housing Corporation and the item as discussed in-camera. Motion carried 

unanimously.  
 

The question was called on the motion as amended to read:  
 

Warden Habinski moved, seconded by Councillor Heming, to recommend that municipal council approve 

the MCOA Financial Statements to March 31, 2020, as prepared by Kent & Duffett, and as amended to 

correct the name of the Annapolis County Municipal Housing Corporation and the item as discussed in-

camera, and to authorize the Warden and CAO to sign the document for submission to the Minister. 

Motion carried unanimously.  

 

In-camera 
It was moved by Councillor McNeil, seconded by Councillor Gunn, to meet in-camera from 11:33 a.m. 

until 11:47 a.m., in accordance with section 22(2)(f) litigation or potential litigation of the Municipal 

Government Act. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Re: Audit Committee Report October 28, 2020  

Councillor Fowler moved, seconded by Warden Habinski, to recommend that municipal council authorize 

two members of the Audit Committee being the Chair and the Warden to sign the Audit Committee Report. 

Motion carried unanimously.  

  

Re: Audit Representation Letter October 28, 2020 

It was moved by Councillor McNeil, seconded by Councillor Prout, to recommend that Municipal Council 

authorize the Warden and CAO to sign the Audit Representation Letter dated October 28, 2020. Motion 

carried unanimously.  

 

Re: Management Letter October 28, 2020   

It was moved by Warden Habinski, seconded by Councillor LeBlanc, to receive for information. Motion 

carried unanimously.  

 

Warden Habinski asked Harold Duffett, if auditing patterns show bad or strong financial management. 

Mr. Duffett replied that the balance sheet is strong, and large projects that are being funded. The County 

is in a very strong financial position. There is no financial mismanagement. The council sets and meets 

budget.  

 

Adjournment  

Upon motion of Councillors McNeil and LeBlanc, the meeting adjourned at 11:54 a.m.  

 

 
 
 
Chair Municipal Clerk 






