Minutes of-a Public Meeting:conducted by the Municipal Council on Tuesday, March 21, 2023;at 11:00

a.m., at.the Municipal Administration Building, 752-5t..George Street-,-Ar'l'na_pD[is"R_Dyal-.

Present

'Warden ‘A; Motfisan; Deputy Warden B, Redden, and.Councillors 8. Prout, B. Conneil D. Enslow, C.
.Barteauy, L. Longmire, B. Hudson,M Gunn W. Sheridan, and D. LeBlanc,

Also Present: Interim CAQ Doug Patterson; Municipal Clerk Carolyn Young; other. staff including. A

Anderson, N, McCorm|ck L. Bent,.D, Campbell and E Melanson; and 5 members of the public.

Public Meeting

At the end of the public theeting, Council will return to'its regular sessior:

The purpoese of this public meetihg is to permit-members of the public to make their views known to

Council, via oral -or ‘written submissions, concerning, solely, ‘the termination. of ‘a land trust dated

December 13, 1887, that declared that the present 7 Park Street, Bridgetown lands (PID 05144787)-

‘were ta be used for the "purposes ofa publlc park for the citizeéns of Brldgetown fortheir use forever.”

Al quéstions and comments throughout. the pUbIIC meeting dre to be addressed to. the Chair. In

accordance with AM-1.3.2 Public Participation Poffr:y any individual has to register to: speak with the-
Clerk either prior to the day of the pubhc meeting of at thie public meétirg itself, The Chair will call
upon the individuals reglstered to speak to-provide anopportunity for- publ:c input. All individuals who

are providing. public input will be askéd to identify themselves ‘each time for their comments to be-

recorded in the rminutes of these proceedings, We ask that the persan speakmg identify if: they are
speakmg in-favour or against- the application. Written presentations are acknowledged first, followed
by public oral presentatlons in accordance with AM-1.3:2 Public Participation Policy, After the Chair-has
heard from all registered speakers, the chair will call three times to ask the _pu_bl_lc members: in

‘attendance’if there are any additional speakers. Questions and comments from Council members:are

to be held until all public comment is heard:

'Né.w_:'B'usihess_
Re: 2023-13 Park Trust Termination, 7 Park Street, Bridgetown;, PID 05144787

- Presentation by Staff Person — Report Specifics

Hi_'g:'ﬁ'l'ighﬁfs:

s ithe school properties are fof sale-and we are working with a developer who has:agreed to ‘purchase

the property. Conditionsof sale-are:
- Have the properties rezoned from Institutional to Residential —which council supported through
‘the ptannmg process held in the Spring & Summer of 2022
- Migration of the property in the provmmal {and.registration system.

'» surveyor was . hired ‘which entailed research of -old deeds and old Town of Bridgetown Council.

Minutes which determined a couple of things:
- 7Park Street is actually 3 separate parcels of land.
- A portion of Park Street was never farmally “ciésed” {for use as-a street} and Municipal Council
had to formally closé it. That actiontook place last November.
- Lastly, the discovery of a December 13, 1887 deed which created a trust, where private citizens
of Bndgetown held the property in trust for the. communlty, for use as-apark fﬂrever
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PUBLIC. MEETING ~ Park Trust Termination; 7 Park Street, Bridgetown, PID 05144787 2023:03:21

» The property, and the trust was later passed to the Former Town through the operation.of the 1902
Attt - “An Act-to enab!e the School Commissioners of the Town of Bridgetown, to acquire Lands for
School Purposes”, The trust was varied in that Act and permitted the Land to be used for school
purposes with' the tonserit of the Town.

- March 3, 1902, Town:of Bridgetown Council-minutes stated that a-new schoel could be built and
they could use as much of the land where the original schuol wasas necessary. This might lead
-one to-believe that the intent wasfor the Property to be wholly for the purposes of a school.

- The trust.applies only to the parcel that comprise'the old school property: PID 05144787

- ‘The trust was not removed ifi-1902 nor was.it regarded when the present b_ui_I:d'in'g_'"w_as.:.b_u'ilt-_in'
1959.

- The Property is approximately 0.79 acres and the building footprint takes in most of the land
area. _

= The Munigipality was not aware of the trust and enly found out about it through the migration
process. __ |

- Municipal Council has afready endorsed the future use of the property during the rezoning
progess last year. We 'would have dealt with this issue-earlier, had we known.

-+ The community: has’ many park and recreational facilities that the Municipality owns and
maintains. (20 acres) Jubilee: Park (3 acres), Sports Hub. (11 acres} & ballfield, area and pool {6
acres) ' ' ' '

- The developriient of a park would corne-at a cost to'the citizens of Annapolls County and-does
not'seem feasible given the constraints.of the property.

- ‘Potential puplic. use were considered when deudmg 1o sell and re-zone the Property. The
conelusion was that the rost effective benefit to residents as taxpayers was the sale of the site
vs ongoing tax dollars to maintain and find gg_e_s..for it

- Therefore, contiruing the plan to sell the Property-and remove. the park trust stipulation is

consistent with work done to date through the re-zoning process. ' '

Staff feel the option to remove the trust is practical so that the.sale of the property can octeur

and the developeris not hindered by a'trust put in place.136 years-ago.

T

- Acknowledgement of Written Submissions (Municipal Clerk)
The Clerk rioted receipt ‘of 3 ‘Writteh submissions; Darlene Delisi Karamanos, Karen Jones; .and
‘Carglyn Hubble. Nadine McCormack: read the s_ubmls_sso_ns for the record and they have been
attached to the minutes. '
Thiree written submissions were received and read-for the record by Nadine McCormack.
- Dariene Delisi Kardmanos, nd community roted
- Kareniones, Bridgetown
- Carolyn Hubble, no. commitiity noted

= Calf for Oral Presentations (following AM-1.3.2 Public Participation Policy) —

‘Theresa Thomas, Bridgetown —due diligence - are we really. in that much of a hurry to give this up?
Lives close to the school. Important to have that space. Open space matters, people do use it. Would
prefer to step biack. If you can’t give the land biack because the schoolis on it, adjacent land could be
used in that fashion. Pool across the street could use it, senior's reésidence close by; perhaps.a place
to sit.on their-way downtown. A shame. We have an oppertunity. Don’t let'it'go by the wayside:
Need to loek after our green space. ‘Can’t just let it go. Hopes council will consider. And having a
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'meefing in t’he middle of "t'he dév —-peopl'e who have 'cbrice'rh's- c:a'h‘t' bé' h’ére Ma'y‘b‘e didn’t 'go
those people w1thout a computer could have a sav C}inlyr & few here today, looks |1kE! people don’t
care. We do care. Give the situation a pause. Look at it closely. New people in town, made
commitments in business; sees the community becoming a town again. Hopes this gives some
thoughts. Rethink. Thanks for time,

Warden called thrée times for additional speakers: There were none,

- Call for questions or comments from Council Members

Prout —reserves comment at this time. Appreciates comments heard, Unfortunaté we didn't know

‘about what was found from |ate 1800’s. Have.done our best to bring it this far.

Connell - hears the concerns of citizens, All had an opportunity to send a Wwritten submission,

Understands people don’t take the time but the: opportunity was there. Housmg isan-issue across
the-country, not Just here, This is an- opportumty to-change a bulilding we would otherwise have to
tear down. There are other park.areas in Bridgetown. Maybe we need to upgrade with' proper
playground ‘equipment in it. Old-equipment was. taken down bec¢ause of safety reasohs. Trespassers
playing there. Our-due d:llgence to have unsafe.equipment taken down. Not everyonie-will agree with
the outcorrie. Housing: issue is big. Opportunity for a viable housing option. A good plan Was
presented to council: Lots of opportunities.in the community of Bridgetown. Won't remark oh it
_réeturning to. Town status.

Longmire — commends:the citizens who wrote and gave submissions today. Well thought out and lots

of content, and emotion, Sensitive. Thanked Ms, Thomas for presenting from-the heart. We are all
_communities. We want to lock after- green spaces moving forward. Looking at a park and knowing
desperatlon for housing — we have a tough decision to make. The confusmn or the land trust came
late and doing the right thing is always tough. Not all will agree. This meeting was well advertised.
Thete is opportunltv to provide written submission or o speak. Understands that daytime meetings
aretough, but so have evening meetings been. Thanked those for participating.

LeBlone, = thanked all who. presernted, Surprised that the equipment was there as long as it was,

Enorrous amount of money for safe equipment for children.to play. Cou ncil has gone through every

.step, and were taken aback with the trust, there is-now a building there. The-trust was out the: door
‘when the school was built-on it, Now our planners are reviewing all steps. The Bridgetown Area
Advisory Committee had a meetmg, which -was also open to the public, staff have reviewed every
matter that presented itself. Final comment, housing is a huge issue.

‘Guin —some citizens expect the county to pay for demolition and develop another perk in the town.

Who absorbs that cost? Already a lot of parkiand in Brldgetown ‘What would they.give-up'to have a
park? it is ot green space; it is a former schoo). Housing:is important, this preject will offer housing
and'increase the tax base, and maybe lower the area rate.

Enslow — this is a difficult situation. Has'a small family. Listening to all comments from. countillors-and

participants, he is-on the fence about how he will vote: Housing is a strong problem This faClllty
could be used with modifications to help that housing crisis: Also likes the idea of having a park.
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There are parks in town. Look at using an existing park to install a playground. A compromise can be
made. Supports the children of the community, being a parent, but recognizes we are in a housing
crisis, People are living in campers etc.

Hudson — thanked people for written and oral presentations. Hears the concerns. Agrees with some
comments from councillors. The playground that was there, it was the first place his grandchildren
headed. Sees that the removal of the equipment was necessary, it was not safe. Even though popular
for kids. Trying to decide which way he will support.

Sheridan — thank you for all the submissions. Appreciates hearing all the comments. As mentioned, the
school exists, the equipment was not safe. There is a need for housing people living in campers, tents
and couch surfing. Housing here is more important than green space. Maybe can work with the buyer
to provide benches. Will vote in favour of the staff report.

Barteaux — history has developed with previous decisions. Appreciates comments. When the school
was built, it created the situation we are in now. Housing needs — a big topic today county and
province wide. If we didn’t keep the school building — to re-create a park as originally intended would
put hardship on all of county for demolition and ongoing maintenance. Would also end the current
purchase process. This purchase will bring much needed housing to the people. It (the trust) was
given to the town in perpetuity, but in early 1900’s the school was built. That decision was already
made against the trust. Leans to looking at costs, it is part of the county where we already have other
open spaces maintained so do we need to add another one? Nice, but is it needed. We have to move
forward. To develop back to a park is a huge expense that weighs heavy.

Redden —we need to do a better job with consultation.

- Next Steps
a. Municipal Council returns to its regular session of Council
b. Council to add “Termination of Park Trust” to the Regular Session of Council.
c. Itis recommended that Council make one of the following motions:
i. toinstruct the municipal solicitor to make application to the Court to terminate the
trust;
ii. to maintain the trust and separate the land to develop a park; or,
iii. to maintain the trust.

Adjournment
The Warden declared the Public Hearing for the Park Trust Termination, 7 Park Street, Bridgetown, PID

05144787 adjourned at 11:43 a.m.; and the regular session of council resumed.

S ‘ -
({[rbb;?g [//47-/Z€, %/

Warden Municipal Clerk
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Fromiy

‘Sent:

Tox afalyn Yoo

_Sub;ect‘ PID 05144787 Bridgetown Park
Follow Up Flag: Flag:for foflow up-

Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Carolyn and Coungil Members; .
I alwaysfind it admitablé when someane haythe foresiglit to'leave a- parcel of Tand-for the benefit {;E futite.

generations. In th1s case,1tis:0. ’79 ACPES: fm Q puhhc park for. C1ttzcn§ o .Bndcretown "for thelr use forevm "

Tin propesing 1t be used for anevy kind of park, part fqod forgst aiid part cotimtinity solar gdrden: Wouldn't it

'ave chrldre .who are waltmg for T]]EII' smmmmg lessons:at the nearb} poal be able to P k.a

ear ( But con;ﬁrin_

: g . € -
preducmu aroundl 85"' 00_-'..kW QU
With'sofar fiistallation conmpai ome of Bridgetown's pubhc
bmldmgs ‘Hke the tink; 11bfa1 Vi curlmg clu'b ctc. _The smnh fac.mg panels Wouid he h_1 _enough off'the: ground.
‘toallow for benichesand a fewrparking spots- nderneath. Also there are now funds-available for grantsfora
communily-solargardenand food forests.

This‘space:as a plblic park could be enjoyed by visitors and cornmumty régidents alike, forever.,
Respectfully.submitted;.

Darlene Delisi Karamanos:




Public Respdinse to Report: SR2023~13 Park Trust Termination,

Presented byKaren loties Bridgetown, BOS 1C0, March 21, 2023 fo Committee of the Whble,

Muricipality.of dnnapolis, Nova Seotia.

Good-morhing Warden.arid Coundillors, |- a@m. gmng to:ask Couneil to.reject'the récommendatian: makde
by’ Property gnd. P[anning i Report SRZBZS to termingied Pubhc “Trust i Bndgetowzq The. ;ustﬁ“ ' tion
nffered by the-report, :as.a reason fo termiratethetrust; is based an-afi informal loglcal fallacv known
as the Fallacy of the Excluded Middlg. Thisfallacy dlaimsthat there ate fio wildly extreme: a!ternatwes
which-arethe anly’ pﬂSS[bll[ty pfaction; viz. that-the: a!ternatnres toterminatifg the Public Trust dré 1),
doing no‘ehlng ar.2) :nstallinga prohibitively: expensive- formal Garden. Irfact thire is el middle
-ground 1o consider:and: the Municipal:Act hasthe toolsto needed to: Suggest several less extreifia
natives, Doitig:nothing ls:netan-alternativeiand neither. is: mstal[mgﬁ;ra |IdIv expehsive Park, and
:_add(tlcnally has noteven-been suggested as.a ratjonal altematwe bv HNYOng, includmg fhe. wr‘iter af
the report, Publlc cansultation must be’ heid CONCErTitig this. rezonirig procégs.

But'before this:can commeérnice, this report sughtiobereturnedto. P”repeﬁvan‘d Planh?ng withithe
-instructiohstoadda :cur"' ' t'plan \new' map ofthe propased development propernes with: ‘their current
PIDs: and stardardizéd infermation: o afeas, The Report stites that PID 05184787 was found to consist:
-crf 4:separate properties-which tombingdto make 4.75'acrgs; butihe: separate [ocatmns -angd the
ingividoal dreas of'the 4-separate properties are not sfiown i the only.plan view map availablein.
\Agenda Package (2023-02—14COTW 92-6f152). "in facy, this imap, is notvery infarmative,. Infermationis:
'mlssmg area. Units are mixed arid: properties. riot identlﬁed To-gguatethe PUllc Trust Lands, in
';general with the:forner PID: contalningall four.current PIBS s, mlsleadmg -Ard that is: what this report.
hasdong. [t isriecessary to! have: a.plan:view friapishowing currer! d-designations. The -present
location 3nd aress of tHe 4. separate parcels formerly altincluded in PID 05144787 must be indicated on'
aicurrent plariview miap) Thétthe map:nthe agendapackage is usedto mlsrepresentthegruund trith,
is evident: when ,for example PID.OS144787's sajd.toinclude 05319330 atid: 05319348 a8 wetl as
05319280, and’ P!D 051_4478? is:showianthe map ds. -omprssmg the fand on: which the'schiog| is built.
:We are. meant ta.assumethat:the: property naw galled PiD:05144787 contained:all of therfour
propertles. Tha d:tn:m W are meantio-assumethat PID- 5319330 and PID 5319348 dre-also ofi the:

wtigre thie schiodl is biilt: . We now know-that that PID'05319280 Is not enthat praperty whigh

the map md:c;atemas 3]} 05144787

WH‘E’h 'C*oﬂntil'a‘gr‘e'ed "I:d fa‘rmany c‘l"o'se a p‘értii:iri b‘f'p'ark'Street n'csw éélle’d’ F*l}j‘ﬁé’s'fgz"'sb aVeryserious
séd"wasnot a street, but
a Ch:ldrens Plavgrou:-:d And itwas not ciased’ but demol]shed ln No\ﬂamber of 2022, and’ dumped.in:a
Jandill, -ageordingito munlﬂpa| employees.
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Thie publicis riot well sérved by ‘closings-ahd recommendationsto terminate”, Ths
rerommending termitiatién of aland trust is based onthe. Fallaey of the Ezcluded Middle. Thereare
-;c:ther altérmatives than the. extremes. prasented i m tbls report. l.alsp_\_dn ot fited to remind Countil

s truly unfartupate that: a'c'e'ntrally located and popular gafh‘e’fihg placesfor yaung children and-
parenls was: demalished and sent far:serap. In: the 2010'Bridgetown imegrated- Cammanijty

. Sus?:aindb:hty Plan, thePlaygroind was: Viewed 258 Communlty Asset: Parenits'workéd hard¥o rassethe

$250,000 itidok:to install the playground and it seefis:  Havé bead laested on Public Trust Lands. Also
tated highin the&ustamab;lity Plan was the walkab[l:ty of B} dgetcwn Tt scorés:87% ot the walkability
index. No-mention has been. made of the Petestrisn Public Hzght oF Way through'these lands pmposed_
for-development,. Bridgetown was planned before the inveiition o autémichiléssnd isz hlghly
walkabie town: The Munzclpaiity has rna:ntalned this; nght of Way, for-miany: decadea Birewe to find.
one dayour.access barred 7

Todate-it-appears that the process of rezoning:a Aurriber of properties; hiss Fesitlted inloss:of public
operspace; dastruction of & Children’s; Playground and possiblé réduced walkabiiity-p a less child
friendly Bridgetewn,. The Athletic Flefd is fire, but it isiieither 2 park or&, piaygrcuna, itis-anarea:for
highly "trUnture!:l sportsactivities and is ot cantrally I6cated. Jubilge Park s fine- if you-have a boat: and
& way to getyour boat there, but sqgge_5t| n_gthat.boui;d\ers to climb on willbe: _p_ajef‘e_rr.e_d_ oyer-monkey
bars, swings ; sandbosard a.slide will not:be balieved by any fouryeardld.that | kriow:

eport

that.a Public Truét invested in:a Munlcipality permits the. Mumcrpa‘iity-‘ta holdithe: propefty-actotding o

‘the térms of thé tristand may do-anything: necessaryto carry out thg objects.of the trust; (Munlcapai
Act 50(2).1f does’ nntsay that a.public trust isa: public trust.until the muriicipality: dec:des to. SE” the
property.

Treiferate that there are anumber-of alterhatives which couid:he visited by council’in this matter. A
‘public trustis not nothing: “Withdue respect, Yask-Council to.deny the @pplication for thetermination

o Public Trist réquested by Propefty and Planning i Report:SR2023:13.«and to requistithat Broperty
Planni hg-produce s:planview of the properties _u'ndE‘r-’d'i":s_?-:.i'_.'lsﬁitﬁh-ﬁfhat.ﬁéf-i'e's-ts-'_"c_hef'r;c'-:'ur;r.eht status. and:

dllows fora more fitera| view of these properties going fotwart.. Thank you. Karen Jones
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Carolyn Young

From:

Sent: March 21, 2023 7:28 AM

To: Carolyn Young

Subject: Public mesting, land trust
8

Please accept thefollowing written submissiohito Council for the public-méeting on Tu_e'sda}’._f Mar 21.

i think the Municipality should honour the land trust established to presetve public ownershipand use of fand for a
park. [t is important to-preserve even.small pieces of open, or-green space throughout a community for social and
environmental reasons.

The originators of the trustin 1888 found presgrving parkland importantienough to go.to the effori to'set’it up. In the
1990s, the land use planmng progess’ for Bridgetown confirmed-a publicinterest in preserving. open/green space in this
area by zoning another of the undeveloped I6ts (apart from the school and playground) as open space. During the 2022
rezoning progess, the existence of the trust didn’t surface and 5o was never discussed or considéred by the Committess.
involved or by Council.

Small parks, even if not "developed" provide space for tregs, piay, community gatherings, etc. They should be found
throughout:cammunities so they can be readily accessed by those with-mobility issues and .on foot: by mothefs and 1ots.
With the simple additions of shade and a park’ bench; they provide-a- destination that encourages walking for seniors:
and'others.

Ideally; the current building would be utilized for:a public purpose with the remaining la nd staying:green and-oper to.
the public.

It'seems 1o me that the Municipality umntentlonallyr efred by notensuring that the: property was clear of enciimbrances
befare putting it up for sale. This has led to avery complex situation which will take time to. resolve and the community
needs to be involved in finding solitions. For example, perhaps twe or all 3-of the vacant lots adjacent to the school
Building could be rezoned for open space and legal mechanisms: established to safeguard them:from future:
development This is just one idea to perhaps hunour the intent of the original trust, while allowing thig redevelopimient
of the. bu:ldlng to proceed. | expect that putting more’ minds to work-will. generate many creative solutions.

I.ask Council to pause and refer this matter to the Bridgetown Area Advisory Committee {or set upanad hoc:
Committee) tasking them'to ehgage the'community, propose optiohs and make’ recommendations.

Sincerely,
Carolyn Hubble



