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MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF ANNAPOLIS 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA 

Tuesday, February 14, 2023 
10:00 a.m. (winter start time) 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
2023-01-12 Regular  
 

CORRESPONDENCE 
2023-01-19 Minister Nova Scotia Public Works – Yarmouth Ferry Service 
2023-01-26 Town of Annapolis Royal – Moratorium on Aerial Herbicide Spraying 
 

STAFF REPORTS 
SR2022-36 AM-1.2.1 Remuneration for Warden, Deputy Warden and Councillors Policy Amend 
SR2022-33 AM-6.6.6 Signing Authorities Policy Amend  
SR2023-06 M10 Sewer Charges Bylaw Amend – 1st Reading  
SR2023-07 ICIP Agreement Execution – Church Street Sewer Main Extension  
SR2023-08 Animal Control – Town of Middleton  
SR2023-09 Animal Control – Town of Annapolis Royal  
SR2023-10 Release of Fire Capital Reserve – Middleton Fire Dept.  
SR2023-11 Kings Transit Authority Deficit Funding 2021-22 
SR2023-12 2022-23 Tax Sale Procedure  
SR2023-13 Park Trust Termination 7 Park Street PID 05144787 
SR2023-14 2023 Strategic Plan - Adopt  
Information Report Fire Services Review Update 
Information Report  Finance Initiatives Update – February 2023   
CAO Report (verbal) 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS and REPORTS FROM BOARDS and COMMITTEES 
2023-01-18 Trans County Transportation Society Report 
2023-01-25 Nominating Committee Recommendations 
2023-01-16 Fire Services Committee Recommendations 
 

11:00 PRESENTATIONS  
African Nova Scotia Affairs (ANSA) Supports and Services – Brenda Francis, Program 

Administration Officer - Digby, Annapolis and King Counties  
Basin Aquatics Association (BAA) – Burt McNeil, Chair 
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MUNICIPALITY OF THE COUNTY OF ANNAPOLIS 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE AGENDA 

Tuesday, February 14, 2023 
10:00 a.m. (winter start time) 
Municipal Administration Building, 752 St. George Street, Annapolis Royal 

 

 

 

 

9.   
 
 
 

10.   
 

 
 
9.1 
9.2 

 

NEW BUSINESS 
Dissolve CAO Review Committee 
Establish CAO Review Working Group 
 

IN-CAMERA 
That municipal council meet in-camera in accordance with Section 22(2)(a) acquisition, sale, 
lease and security of municipal property and (e) contract negotiations of the Municipal 
Government Act. 
 

5:00 p.m. STATED ADJOURNMENT 
That Committee of the Whole adjourn its session until the next regular meeting scheduled for 
Tuesday, March 14, 2022 
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Minutes of the regular Committee of the Whole meeting held on Tuesday, January 10, 2023, at 10:00 
a.m., at the Municipal Administration Building, 752 St. George St. Annapolis Royal, NS. 
 
Warden’s Remarks 
Warden Morrison read from some notes (which were later circulated to councillors) on the governance 
development of Annapolis County, noting, among other things, that this is the 144th year that Annapolis 
County Council has been in existence, with the first Warden being George Kennedy of Granville Ferry.  
 
ROLL CALL 
District 1 – Bruce Prout, present  
District 2 - Brian “Fuzzy” Connell, absent 
District 3 – VACANT 
District 4 – Clyde Barteaux, present 
District 5 – Lynn Longmire, present 
District 6 – Alex Morrison, Warden, present 
District 7 – David Hudson, present 
District 8 – Michael Gunn, present 
District 9 – Wendy Sheridan, present 
District 10 – Brad Redden, Deputy Warden, present  
District 11 – Diane Le Blanc, present 
 
Also Present: Interim CAO Doug Patterson; Municipal Clerk Carolyn Young; other staff, A. Anderson, W. 
Atwell, L. Bent, D. Campbell, D. Hopkins, S. Hudson, C. Mason, E. Melanson, N. McCormick, D Ryan, N. 
Whitman, Janice Young and Jim Young, and 3 members of the public.  
 
DISCLOSURE of INTEREST 
None. 
 
APPROVAL of the Order of the Day 
 

Request to add under 9. In-Camera (a) acquisition, sale, lease and security of municipal property.  
 

That the Order of the Day be approved as amended.  
Moved: Councillor LeBlanc 
Seconded: Councillor Longmire 
Motion carried.  
 
APPROVAL of MINUTES 
 
Re: 2022-12-13 Regular  
That the minutes of the regular meeting of Committee of the Whole held on December 13, 2022 be 
approved as circulated.   
Moved: Councillor Prout 
Seconded: Deputy Warden Redden 
Motion carried.  
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STAFF REPORTS 
 

Re: Information Report Dangerous and Unsightly Premises 3rd Quarter Report 
 
Re: Information Report 2020-21 Financial Indicators Report 
 
Re: SR2023-1 Boundary Review and Governance Submission  
Before making this recommendation, municipal council will need to determine 1. If they wish to change 
their style of governance from a warden system to a mayor system, and, 2. Based on that decision, to 
determine which option for number of districts they wish to submit to the Nova Scotia Utility and Review 
Board.  
 
That municipal council maintain a warden system of governance. 
Moved: Deputy Warden Redden 
Seconded: Councillor Barteaux 
Motion carried, 8 in favour, 2 against.  
 
To authorize the Municipal Clerk to commence submission proceedings to the Nova Scotia Utility and 
Review Board (NSUARB) to consider the number and boundaries of polling districts and councillors at 11 
pursuant to Section 369 of the Municipal Government Act.  
Moved: Councillor Hudson 
Seconded: Councillor Prout  
Motion carried, 6 in favour, 4 against.  
 
Re: SR2023-2 Release Capital Reserve Funds Springfield Fire Department 
That Municipal Council authorize the withdrawal of $25,000 from Capital Fire Services Reserve Fund for 
the Springfield & District Volunteer Fire Department to complete the loan for their tanker/pumper. 
Moved: Deputy Warden Redden 
Seconded: Councillor Sheridan 
Motion carried.  
 
Re: SR2023-4 2022-23 Community Grants Town of Annapolis Royal Application 
That Municipal Council approve a grant in the amount of $2,850 to the Town of Annapolis Royal to assist 
with the Pierre Dugua Day Inauguration Weekend events from the Marketing and Promotion Partnership 
Programs in accordance with AM-1.4.9 Community Grants Policy.  
Moved: Deputy Warden Redden 
Seconded: Councillor Longmire 
Motion carried. 
 
Recess 
10:55 a.m. – 11:05 a.m. 
 

PRESENTATIONS 
Warden Morrison noted two presentations, which will be 10 minutes each; and that the presenters 
should be specific regarding what they want, letting them know that no decision is made today.  
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Re: Annapolis Climate, Energy & Environmental Research Coalition (ACEERC) – Chair Bill MacDonald noted 
he is providing information only, not asking for anything. His presentation was highlighted by the 
following: 
- The Annapolis Climate, Energy & Environmental Research Centre Coalition (ACEERC Coalition) is a 

group of informed citizens who have come together to promote a positive future use for the 
Annapolis Tidal Plant site. 

- Outlined their mission, vision and proposal.  
 
Re: Annapolis Basin Outdoor Adventures Society (ABOAS) – D. Ryan introduced Chair Adam Moreland 
and presenter Treasurer Kaesy Gladwin.  
ABOA proposed to build a new trail system on the Upper Clements South property using machine and 
hand building methods. ABOA had available skilled and experienced trail builders willing to design and 
complete the project entirely with volunteer labour. On October 11, 2022, ABOA entered a contract with 
the County to develop seven kilometres of multi-use trail for outdoor recreation at the County’s south 
Upper Clements property.  
In total, 7.8 km of trail was delivered on December 13, 2022, to meet (and exceed) the contract 
requirement. This total includes 2.4 km of newly constructed singletrack trail, and an additional 5.4 km of 
doubletrack comprising historical trails which required significant brushing and clearing. Most of the 
doubletrack has a solid surface that is compacted and well-drained. Trails were built to meet modern 
standards. 
1,200 volunteer hours were invested in the project, comprising trail design, layout, clearing, construction, 
and finishing.  
Next steps include a target opening date of June 2023.  
 
STAFF REPORTS (cont’d) 
 

Re: SR2022-36 AM-1.2.1 Remuneration for Warden, Deputy Warden and Councillors Policy Amend 
That municipal council amend AM-1.2.1 Remuneration for Warden, Deputy Warden and Councillors as 
circulated (7 day notice). 
Moved: Deputy Warden Redden 
Seconded: Councillor Hudson 
Motion carried.  
 
Re: SR2023-05 AM-1.4.14 Low Income Tax Exemption Policy  
That seven day notice be given for Municipal Council to amend AM-1.4.14 Low Income Tax Exemption 
Policy by increasing the exemption amount to $400 and increasing the allowable income amount to 
$27,500, and  
Moved: Deputy Warden Redden 
Seconded: Councillor Prout 
Motion carried.  
 
That Council amend Policy AM-1.4.14 to include the definition of total income to be equal to Canada 
Revenue Agency’s (CRA) total income (line 15000).   
Moved: Deputy Warden Redden 
Seconded: Councillor Gunn 
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Motion carried.  
 
Re: CAO Report (verbal) 
 
LUNCH 
12:13 p.m. – 1:34 p.m. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS and REPORTS FROM BOARDS and COMMITTEES 
 
Re: 2022-12-12 Annapolis REMO Advisory Committee Recommendation – REMO Comfort Centre Agreement 
Template 
That Municipal Council approve the “Annapolis REMO Comfort Centre Agreement template” attached in 
appendix A, as recommended to all Annapolis County REMO councils by the Annapolis REMO Advisory 
Committee 
Moved: Councillor Gunn 
Seconded: Councillor Sheridan 
Motion carried.  
 
Re: 2022-12-12 Annapolis REMO Advisory Committee Recommendation - AM – 1.4.4 Comfort Centres and 
Shelters Policy Repeal and Replace 
That Municipal Council repeal and replace AM – 1.4.4 Comfort Centres and Shelters Policy as circulated 
(7 day notice). 
Moved: Deputy Warden Redden  
Seconded: Councillor LeBlanc 
Motion carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Re: Warden’s Report 
 
Re: Set Date for Special COTW re Proposed S4 Local Improvement Charges Bylaw (from December 13, 
2022) 
A workshop to learn more about the proposed S4 Local Improvement Charges Bylaw was set for Monday, 
February 6, 2023 at 10:00 a.m. in council chambers. (send document with notice) 
 
The Manager of Finance noted that the Auditor is available that same day if the Audit Committee could 
meet. An Audit Committee meeting was set for Monday, February 6, 2023 at 2:00 p.m. in council 
chambers.  
 
Re: Annapolis River Water Levels - Councillor Barteaux  
To recommend that Municipal Council create a new committee called “Annapolis County Environmental 
Impact and Climate Change Committee” to address related issues as referred to it by council; to be made 
up of 3 councillors, and 2 citizen members who preferably own land abutting the river; and to authorize 
the Nominating Committee to advertise for citizen members. 
Moved: Councillor Barteaux 
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Seconded: Deputy Warden Redden 
 
Amend to remove “and to authorize the Nominating Committee to advertise for citizen members.” 
Moved: Councillor LeBlanc 
Seconded: Councillor Redden  
Motion carried.  
 
The Question was called on the main motion as amended to read:  
To recommend that Municipal Council create a new committee called “Annapolis County Environmental 
Impact and Climate Change Committee” to address related issues as referred to it by council; to be made 
up of 3 councillors, and 2 citizen members who preferably own land abutting the river.  
Moved: Councillor Barteaux 
Seconded: Deputy Warden Redden 
Motion carried, 9 in favour, 1 against (Gunn) 
 
To recommend that municipal council refer the new Annapolis County Environmental Impact and Climate 
Change Committee to staff to develop a terms of reference and other associated administrative matters.  
Moved Councillor Barteaux 
Seconded Prout 
Motion carried.  
 
Re: Adhoc Committee to Develop Elections Bylaw – Councillor Longmire noted this matter had arisen with 
challenges met by C8 Bylaw. She will not move forward by recommending a committee at this time. Hopes 
to become better educated.  
To hold a workshop on the policies and bylaws affecting municipal elections.  
Moved: Councillor Longmire 
Seconded: Councillor Sheridan 
Motion carried. 
 
Re: Bear River Water Source Update (verbal) – Jim Young  

- Consultant looking at sourcing water on Annapolis side of the river – makes it easier for us on 
many levels 

- Consultant just started work before Christmas 
 
Re: Hillside Drive Water Expansion Update (verbal) – Jim Young 

- Staff is reviewing plans with CBCL on Thursday and potentially going to tender within a week. 
Billing would fall in with dates of approval of the new bylaw.  

 
IN-CAMERA 
That municipal council meet in-camera from 2:15 p.m. until 3:30 p.m. in accordance with Section 22(2)(a) 
acquisition, sale, lease and security of municipal property, (c) personnel, (e) contract negotiations, and 
(g) legal advice eligible for solicitor-client privilege of the Municipal Government Act. 
Moved: Deputy Warden Redden 
Seconded: Councillor Prout 
Motion carried.  
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5:00 p.m. STATED ADJOURNMENT 
That Committee of the Whole adjourn at 3:31 p.m. until the next regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, 
February 14, 2023. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________    ________________________ 
Warden       Municipal Clerk 
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Town of Annapolis Royal 

 

285 St George Street, PO Box 310, Annapolis Royal NS B0S 1A0 Canada 
www.annapolisroyal.com phone (902) 532-2043 fax (902) 532-7443 

 

 
January 26, 2023 
 
Honourable Tim Houston, Premier 
PO Box 726 
Halifax, NS B3J 2T3 
 
and 
 
Honourable Tim Halman, Minister 
Environment and Climate Change 
1700 Granville St., 4th Floor 
PO Box 2125 
Halifax, NS, B3J 3B7 
 
RE: Moratorium on Aerial Herbicide Spraying 
 
Dear Premier Houston and Minister Halman, 
 
The Town of Annapolis Royal supports the request from the County of Annapolis regarding a 
moratorium on the spraying of aerial herbicides on public lands and echoes the concerns of 
Annapolis County citizens.  Approved sites can impact adjoining private lands, notification of 
spraying does not appear to be sufficient to ensure that citizens are informed, and there is a 
significant body of research indicating that aerial herbicides like glyphosate can have a 
detrimental effect on ecosystems, biodiversity, and human health. 
 
On behalf of the Town of Annapolis Royal, I request that a moratorium be placed on the aerial 
spraying of herbicides until a formal report on the net benefits or net losses of such activity to 
the residents of Nova Scotia can be obtained by requisition of the provincial government. 
 
Sincerely,   

 
Amery Boyer,  
Mayor, Town of Annapolis Royal 
 
cc:  Alex Morrison, Warden, County of Annapolis 
 Chris d’Entremont, MP West Nova 
 Carman Kerr, MLA Annapolis 
 Hon Jean-Yves Duclos, MP, Minister of Health 
 Hon Michelle Thompson, MLA, Minister of Health and Wellness 
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2023-01-18 TCTS Board Meeting Information Report 

 

 

BOARDS and COMMITTEES 

Information Report 

Joint, Regional or Community Organizations (AM-1.3.7) 

 

Report To: Committee of the Whole 

Submitted by: Bruce Prout Councillor for District 1 

Submission Date: January 2023 

Subject: 2023-01-18 TCTS January Board Meeting 

 

BACKGROUND 

TCTS is a Community Organization which has a MOCA Councillor who attends their meetings. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

 The January Board Meeting of TCTS was held in the Bridgetown Office on Wednesday, January 18th at 3:30. 
The following items comprise highlights of the meeting: 
 

1. The meeting was called to order at 3:33 with regrets from Phil Milo. 
2. The minutes of the November 22nd Board Meeting were approved. 
3. There was no Business Arising or Correspondence. 
4. The General Manager Report was accepted and approved. Highlights included the news that ridership 

increased during the months of October and November and that the Medical Shuttle is now travelling 
five days a week with multiple passengers per trip 

5. New Business 
a. The New Business Plan was approved. 
b. A Board Resolution was passed adding the name of the General Manager as having signing 

authority on all TCTS papers, forms and contracts. 
6. The February Board Meeting was scheduled for February 22nd at 3:30. 
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Boards & Committees (Recommendations) – Nominating Committee 
 

 
   

 

BOARDS and COMMITTEES 

Recommendations 
AdHoc, Standing, and Advisory Committees 

 
 

 
 

To: Committee of the Whole 

Meeting Date: February 14, 2023 

Subject: Recommendations from the 2023-01-25 Nominating 

Committee Meeting – Citizen Appointments to the 
Bridgetown and Granville Ferry Source Water Protection 

Advisory Committees 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

 
Re:  Bridgetown Source Water Protection Advisory Committee (not more than 5 
citizens) 
THAT Municipal Council appoint Robert Feagan and C. Stephen Clayton as a citizen 
members of the Bridgetown Source Water Protection Advisory Committee (satisfying 
Section 28(d) of the policy) for a two-year term ending November 30, 2024. 
 
THAT Municipal Council appoint John Osborne as a citizen member of the Bridgetown 
Source Water Protection Advisory Committee (satisfying Section 28(c) of the policy) for a 
two-year term ending November 30, 2024. 
 
 
Re:  Granville Ferry Source Water Protection Advisory Committee (not more than 2 
citizens) 
THAT Municipal Council appoint Charles Stewart as a citizen member of the Granville 
Ferry Source Water Protection Advisory Committee (satisfying Section 28(e) of the policy) 
for a two-year term ending November 30, 2024. 
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Boards & Committees (Recommendations) – name of committee 
 

 
  LEG – Boards & Committees Recommendations  
  Adopted: July 2022 

 

BOARDS and COMMITTEES 

Recommendations 

AdHoc, Standing, and Advisory Committees 

 

 

To: Committee of the Whole 

Meeting Date: February 14, 2023 

Subject: Recommendations from the 2023-01-16 Fire Services Committee Meeting 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 

THAT municipal Council start a fire services review and that a Request for Proposal be put out by 
the end of February 2021 
 

THAT municipal Council look at giving each fire department emergency funding to help with 
costs of things that have increased during the past year, and to be reviewed yearly in November 

until the review is completed. 
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Presentation to the Committee of Whole, County of Royal Annapolis. 

 

 

BASIN AQUATIC ASSOCIATION  

(Non-profit Association registered in Nova Scotia) 

Basin Centre 

Cornwallis, County of Annapolis Royal 

Nova Scotia. 

 

Members of the Board 

 

 Burt McNEIL   (Chairperson) -    Presenter and Spokesperson  

 

 Len McNEIL   (Secretary Treasurer) 

 Amanda HUSTON  (Director) 

 Norma WAMBOLDT  (Director) 

 Marlo CRAIG   (Director) 

Legal Counsel:  Jordan Armstrong 
                                Armstrong & Armstrong 
 

 

 BASIN AQUATIC ASSOCIATION 

Basin Aquatic Association is registered with the Province of Nova Scotia as a non-

profit Association by a group of community residents of the County of Annapolis.  

The Chairperson of the Association is Burt McNeil who will make the presentation. 
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 OUR MISSION. 

The mission of Basin Aquatic Association (BAA) is to reclaim and reopen the 

community swimming pool facility at Basin Centre, Cornwallis that was shut down in 

July 2021. It was a vital recreational, health and fitness centre for the community for 

fifteen years when it opened in 2006 until its untimely and sudden closure in 2021. 

 

 INTRODUCTION. 

Twenty years ago, the County of Royal Annapolis took on the most ambitious and a 

very visionary step in building an Olympic size swimming pool as an addition to an 

existing shopping centre in Cornwallis.  

Up to this day the Basin Centre swimming pool facility is amongst the very best in 

Nova Scotia. It boasts an Olympic size swimming pool, water slide for the young 

children, kids pool, hot tub and spacious changing rooms.  

The following is what was said at the time when the Health Minister handed a 

cheque to the “Basin Wellness Association for $250,000 

When the $6.5-million LIFEPLEX is completed in January 2006 it will feature a four-lane 25-

metre indoor swimming pool, a therapeutic pool, an indoor walking track, a facility for wellness 

and research, fitness and cardio centre, a water slide and other wellness services. 

Local area physician Dr. Kenneth Buchholz says the facility will have a positive effect on the 

overall health of the community. 

"With the construction of the LIFEPLEX Wellness Centre the people of Cornwallis have taken a 

solid step in improving the health and fitness of their community," said Mr. MacDonald.  

 

 MOVING FORWARDS IN 2023. 

Without dwelling too much about the past events the time has now come for the County 

to help Basin Aquatic Association reclaim and reopen the facility immediately for the 

local community.  

It had been an important part of our community asset that had enormous wellbeing 

benefits for our people of all ages; young children learning to swim, adults to keep fit 
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and healthy and for the seniors to perform therapeutic water exercises to help with their 

aches and pain.  

A point of particular joy is that in 2022 the present Council had the foresight to 

established a waterfront park just in front of the Basin Centre. So, one can imagine the 

young families from the community coming to the waterfront park and also having a 

year-round indoor swimming pool for their recreation and wellbeing.  The Association 

will also plan to hold special event for competition amongst local schools. 

 

 OBJECTIVE. 

BAA Board Members have been in negotiations with the owners of Basin Centre for 

several months and we have also been monitoring the progress made in repairing 

and renovating the whole facility. The objective now is to secure the aquatic facility 

for the community. This will be done without any liabilities attached to the County. 

 

 WHAT IS DIFFERENT THIS TIME, 

In the past the County was always “on the hook” for an unlimited amount as the 

County owned the building.  

In the year 2019 the County funded the YMCA to a sum in excess of $700,000. And 

going forward in 2022 the Council was advised their liability over the following five 

years would be $5 million to cover the operating cost and also for repairs and 

renovations that were essential. ( note: the Council owned the building and paid for all the 

utilities, all the occupancy costs such as property taxes, imputed rent, heating the pool, building 

repairs and the list is long additionally the Council paid YMCA n Annual Management Fee of $50,000. 

To top it all the County covered the annual deficit of YMCA to sums of $200,000 per year) See 

attached statement. 

NOW, this will all change. The County is no longer the owner of the Basin Centre. 

The County now collects property taxes from the building together with water and 

sewer charges. Basin Aquatic Association is seeking a predetermined allocation 

from the recreational budget of the County.  

146 of 152 2023-02-14 COTW Agenda Package



The recreational grant requested is vital for BAA to start the process of opening and 

operate the aquatic facility as a non-profit Association for and on behalf of the 

community.  

 COSTS and VIABILITY. 

Previously with the YMCA the costs were burdened by gym and sparsely attended 

free activity programmes.  

NOW the Basin Aquatics is entirely “aquatic”. This is what the community 

desperately needs and wants, the people of the community will support a focused 

and properly managed aqua facility that has been made available to the community.   

 

 WHAT ARE THE COSTS TO OPERATE THE OLYMPIC SWIMMING POOL. 

The Council is very familiar with the facility since it built the Basin Centre swimming 

pool and the ancillary facility in the first instance. The facility is massive in size to 

have cost $6.5 million twenty years ago. The present cost to build such a facility now 

would be about $14 million and take two years to build.   

To operate and maintain Basin Centre swimming pool and its facility requires 

enormous sums of money. Nova Scotia has the highest cost of electricity in Canada 

at 17.01 cents per kw compare to New Brunswick at 12.7 cents. 

The Committee reviewed the past occupancy costs of Basin Centre that were paid 

for by the County. The committee also examined the 2019 financial statement of 

YMCA wherein it shows the YMCA deficit was funded by the County. These funds 

were in addition to all the occupancy costs that were being paid directly by the 

County. 

The Committee has prepared pro-forma financial statements and estimates the total 

annual costs for the Basin Aquatic Association to be $800,000. ($2,200 per day) 

This includes the occupancy costs and the operating costs of the Association. Again, 

the documents of the previous operation were available to the committee for them to 

calculate these expenses. 
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The Committee also carried out a survey to gauge the financial support that the 

community will provide by way of membership fees. The Committee has 

extrapolated a contribution of $500,000, (this amount is greater than the 

membership fee collected by YMCA in 2019). 

 BASIN AQUATIC ASSOCIATION SEEKS A GRANT IN 2023. 

After having conducted our due diligence for cost of reclaiming and reopening the 

Basin Centre aquatic facility, Basin Aquatic Association seeks a grant for the year 

2023 of Three-hundred thousand dollars ($300,000).($820 per day) The members of 

the association will pay the balance of costs estimated at Fiver hundred thousand 

dollars ($500,000). 

This request for the grant should be compared to the grant given to Basin Wellness 

Association in 2005 of $250,000. BAA request is modest given the fact that in the 

eighteen years since the first grant the costs have increased substantially. The Basin 

Aquatic Association is being very responsible about the costs and that is how BAA 

will operate to ensure long term security of tenure at the Basin Centre.  

 IN CONCLUSION. 

o The community must get back their Basin swimming pool, it was built for 

the community and was part of the community for over Fifteen years. 

o The Committee took the initiative to get back the facility for ever, the 

Association has the option to get a Twenty-Five-year lease.  

o The County previously incurred an annual cost of $600,000 + and was on 

the “hook” for an unlimited amount to cover the untold repairs that were 

needed. Now the sum is substantially less, further more the County has no 

liabilities for this swimming pool.  

o The community will be on its own to “sink or swim”. 

o Without the grant the swimming pool facility can not open. Basin Aquatic 

Association will be dissolved and the members of the board will resign. 

o The benefits of this aquatic facility to the community cannot be overstated. 
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Coronavirus (COVID-19) (https://novascotia.ca/coronavirus/) | Latest guidance

News release

$250,000 to Support Wellness Centre
Office of Health Promotion (Jan. 2003 - May 2005)  (../search?dept=90)
April 25, 2005 - 1:43 PM

People in Digby and Annapolis counties will soon have all the facilities they need to get active

and improve their health at the LIFEPLEX Wellness Centre in Cornwallis.

Health Promotion Minister Rodney MacDonald presented a cheque today, April 25, for $250,000

to the Basin Wellness Society, whose work and planning made the centre a reality.

"Being physically active provides Nova Scotians the ability to enjoy longer, healthier and more

productive lives," said Mr. MacDonald. "The way the community rallied its support for the

LIFEPLEX centre is promising because it shows that people understand the importance of being

physically active."

The community has been without a wellness facility since 1998 when the Physical Education and

Recreation Training Centre at the former base in Cornwallis was destroyed by fire. The burnt

building is being reconstructed into the new LIFEPLEX Centre.

Research conducted throughout Digby and Annapolis found that the nearest fitness facilities

were 55-120 kilometres away. When the $6.5-million LIFEPLEX is completed in January 2006 it

will feature a four-lane 25-metre indoor swimming pool, a therapeutic pool, an indoor walking

track, a facility for wellness and research, fitness and cardio centre, a water slide and other

wellness services.

Local area physician Dr. Kenneth Buchholz says the facility will have a positive effect on the

overall health of the community.

"The impact of LIFEPLEX on the health of local residents cannot be overstated," he said.
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Contact: Lucas Wide

Health Promotion

902-424-7558 (tel:+19024247558)

E-mail: widela@gov.ns.ca (mailto:widela@gov.ns.ca)

The project has been funded jointly through municipal governments, the Annapolis West Health

Foundation, the Digby and Area Health Services Charitable Foundation, Kespuwick

Developments, fundraising and the Office of Health Promotion.

"With the construction of the LIFEPLEX Wellness Centre the people of Cornwallis have taken a

solid step in improving the health and fitness of their community," said Mr. MacDonald. "I want

to thank the people of Cornwallis and the Basin Wellness Society for working so hard on such an

important project."

FOR BROADCAST USE:

Residents of Digby and Annapolis counties will soon have the opportunity to increase their

physical activity thanks to the construction of the LIFEPLEX Wellness Centre in Cornwallis.

Health Promotion Minister Rodney MacDonald demonstrated the government's support of the

LIFEPLEX project by presenting a cheque for 250-thousand dollars today (April 25th) at the

building's construction site.

Mr. MacDonald thanked the community for working together and recognizing the need for such a

facility.

The LIFEPLEX will feature a four-lane 25 metre indoor swimming pool, an indoor walking

track, a facility for wellness and research, fitness and cardio centre, a water slide and other

wellness services.

The LIFEPLEX Wellness Centre is scheduled to open in January 2006.

-30-

150 of 152 2023-02-14 COTW Agenda Package

tel:+19024247558
mailto:widela@gov.ns.ca


2/2/23, 7:37 PM Valley Lifeplex centre closing | CBC News

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/valley-lifeplex-centre-closing-1.957726 1/3

Nova Scotia

Valley Lifeplex centre closing

YMCA may take over struggling recreation hub

CBC News · Posted: Mar 08, 2010 9:08 AM EST | Last Updated: March 8, 2010

A community recreation centre in the Annapolis Valley is temporarily closing because of

financial problems.

Annapolis County warden Peter Newton says the Lifeplex Wellness Centre in Cornwallis was

costing the municipality too much money. 

"This year, it appears we're going to have to write off about $250,000 in unpaid utilities, so in

this fiscal year, before the end of March 31, we're going to have a financial commitment to that

facility of about half-a-million dollars," Newton said.

"That's 40 per cent of our recreation and culture budget for the whole county going to one

facility and of a $13 million budget that we have overall, that's close to five per cent of that

overall budget going to one facility."

Lifeplex is run by the Basin Wellness Society, a volunteer not-for-profit organization.

Newton said the revenues are not where the municipality wanted them and that it can no

longer handle the unbudgeted expenses.

Councillors have voted to find new management and are talking to the YMCA. A note on

Lifeplex.ca says the centre's last day of business will be March 20.

Search Sign In
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"We feel that the (YMCA) model, where they can come in and give us a budget and say, 'This is

what we need, this is what it's going to cost to operate the facility, this is what we need from

the municipality, it'll be non-quantities,' it's going to be significantly less than what we've been

dealing with," Newton said. "We can put that in our budget and plan on that for what it's going

to be."

Newton says the YMCA contract is not finalized but he is hopeful it will take over management

and operations and that the Lifeplex could reopen in May if everything goes smoothly.

At the end of March, the municipality will ask people in survey what they want and don't want

from the Lifeplex.

CBC's Journalistic Standards and Practices | About CBC News

Corrections and clarifications | Submit a news tip | Report error

Popular Now in News

It's not delivery, it's discontinued: Nestlé to stop selling Delissio pizza in Canada

643 reading now

U.S. tracking suspected Chinese spy balloon but won't shoot it down

473 reading now

NEW

Woman 'empowered' as former Christian school coach faces charges a decade after she first
reported allegations

274 reading now

Sudden death of Quebec's Fred la marmotte casts a shadow on Groundhog Day

215 reading now

The grocery price freeze is over — so brace yourself for even bigger food bills soon

213 reading now
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