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Minutes of the regular session of Municipal Council held on Tuesday, July 16, 2019 at 10:45 a.m. 

(following Special Committee of the Whole) in Council Chambers of the Municipal Administration 

Building, Annapolis Royal, NS. 

 

Present: Deputy Warden Martha Roberts; Councillors John A MacDonald, Wayne Fowler, Burt 

McNeil, Gregory Heming, Alex Morrison, Michael Gunn, Wendy Sheridan, and Diane 

LeBlanc.  

Absent:  Warden Timothy Habinski, Councillor Marilyn Wilkins. 

Also 

Present: CAO John Ferguson, Municipal Clerk Carolyn Young, and other staff.   

 

Additions to the Agenda (to end of Agenda) 

Requests were made for the following items to be added to the agenda under In-Camera: 4(A) MGA 

Section 22(2)(e) contract negotiations, and (c) personnel matters; and under Additions: 11(A) COTW 

and Council Agenda Procedures.  

 

Approval of the Agenda 
Upon motion of Councillors Sheridan and McNeil, the agenda was approved as amended. Motion carried 

unanimously.  

 

Minutes 

 Minutes – Special Session 2019-06-13 

It was moved by Councillor Gunn, seconded by Councillor Heming, to approve the minutes of 

the special session of Council held on June 13, 2019, as circulated. Motion carried 

unanimously.  

 Minutes – Regular Session 2019-06-18 

Councillor Fowler moved, seconded by Councillor MacDonald, to approve the minutes of the 

regular session of Council held on June 18, 2019, as circulated. Motion carried unanimously.  

In-Camera 
Councillor Gunn moved, seconded by Councillor McNeil, to meet in-camera from 10:48 a.m. until 12:46 

p.m. in accordance with Sections 22(2)(g) legal advice eligible for solicitor-client privilege, (e) contract 

negotiations, and (c) personnel matters of the Municipal Government Act. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Municipal Solicitor’s Report 
 Monthly Report 9 July 2019 

It was moved by Councillor MacDonald, seconded by Councillor LeBlanc, to approve the Solicitor’s 

July 9, 2019 report, to which solicitor/client privilege applies. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

LUNCH 
It was moved by Councillor McNeil, seconded by Councillor Gunn, to adjourn for lunch at 12:47 p.m., 

with all returning at 2:04 as previously noted. Motion carried unanimously.  
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Additions to the Agenda 

It was moved by Councillor MacDonald, seconded by Councillor Fowler, to add Purchase of Property 

and MOU Payment to EA Farren to the agenda. Motion carried unanimously.  
 

Councillor McNeil moved, seconded by Councillor Sheridan, to deal with the two new agenda additions 

immediately. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Re: Purchase of Property 

 Purchase of Property - PID05140710 and PID5140728  

Whereas the municipality intends to build a solid waste transfer facility, Councillor Gunn 

moved, seconded by Councillor McNeil, that municipal council approve the purchase of two 

properties identified as PID 05140710 and PID 05140728 as per the option agreement 

($500,000 to be paid over seven years with no interest) and in accordance with ministerial 

approval; and that council accept the sub-divided property PID 05140710 as a donation to the 

County at a Canadian Appraised Market Value of $185,000; and, subsequently, to provide a 

receipt to the property owner. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Re: MOU payment to E.A. Farren Limited 

 MOU Payment to E.A. Farren Limited 

It was moved by Councillor Morrison, seconded by Councillor McNeil, that municipal council 

authorize a loan of $126,000 to E.A. Farren Limited secured by a personal guarantee of Mr. 

Farren, the agreement to be drafted by our solicitor, and to be funded from the operational 

reserve. Motion carried unanimously.  

CAO Ferguson left, Deputy CAO Campbell took his place at 2:15 p.m. 

 

Councillor’s Comments 
 

District 3 – Councillor Fowler thanked the staff member for apologizing that he had not received an 

invitation to the new well funding announcement that took place in Bridgetown. He in turn apologized 

to the Premier and the MP for not being in attendance as it took place in his district.  
 

District 2 – Councillor MacDonald asked his email list for input on climate change issues in their 

communities. He’s getting responses and will pass that information to the Climate Change Summit 

2019 Host Committee. He spent the weekend visiting with his daughter and granddaughter from BC, 

and spent time in Cape Breton with his granddaughter investigating Rug Hooking in Nova Scotia, 

which is her thesis topic.  
 

District 11 – Councillor LeBlanc has been enjoying the nice weather. She attended the ribbon-cutting 

ceremony for new well in Bridgetown, noting it was unfortunate that the councillor of the area was not 

able to be there. She attended in Cornwallis for a federal funding announcement. She was also in 

attendance at the cottage waste bins meetings, noting it is nice to see people working together to solve 

the problem.  
 

District 6 – Councillor Morrison provided the following report: 

17 Jun - UARB meeting on subject of water involving Annapolis County and Annapolis Royal 
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20 Jun - Discussions with local organic farmer regarding launch of Cornwallis Park Flash (pop-up) 

Market to be held from 4 to 6 pm each Tuesday until end-August 

22 Jun - featured speaker at Deep Brook/Waldeck line Lions Club 35th Anniversary 

24 Jun - attended opening ceremony for new well in community of Bridgetown 

26 Jun - attended, at ABCC, announcement of new multi-year contract between ABCC and Department 

of National Defence to continue to host HMCS Acadia Sea Cadet camp 

27 Jun - attended briefing by the Honourable Bernadette Jordan, Minister of Rural Development - in 

New Ross 

1 Jul - Canada Day celebrations at Cornwallis Park Community Centre and elsewhere 

2 Jul, 9 Jul - Cornwallis Park Flash (pop-up) Market 

3 Jul - meeting at South Milford concerning cottage garbage bins 

5 Jul - Wine and Roses at Annapolis Royal Historic Gardens 

8 Jul - Executive Meeting Clementsport Royal Canadian Legion 

9 Jul - Taping of CBC TV show “Still Standing” in Bear River 

10-12 Jul - Cape Breton University conference “Community Innovation and Social Enterprise”  

- plus regular interaction with residents 

Activities to come:  

10 Aug - Cornwallis Park Community Breakfast 

10 - 11 August - Annapolis District Drama Group Mystery Dinner Theatre, St. Luke's Church Hall, 

Annapolis Royal 
 

District 8 – Councillor Gunn reported a busy month: 

- Mid-June was the funeral of Carol Dibble, an old friend in Bear River and a pillar of the community. 

Her passion and compassion will be missed by all. 

- Bear River water and Comfort Centre proposal continues to be held up at the Provincial level, who are 

trying to determine which path is most appropriate for funding. 

- Garbage at lake cabins was the issue that occupied a lot time this month. As well as visits to each cabin, 

the County hosted a discussion and information evening at the South Milford Community Hall. Thank 

you to all the staff who made this event happen - it was important to determine the particular concerns 

and needs of the citizens, and that progress was made following this meeting. 

- The Southwest Biosphere Reserve meeting was here in Chambers, and he thanked Council for lunch 

provided for these good people. Discussions were interesting as always, and he looks forward to the 

signage being installed east of Middleton indicating that we are part of the UNESCO Biosphere 

Reserve. 

- The Ecological Forestry forum in Truro was a good opportunity for he and Warden Habinski to add to 

discussion with government and industry as to what would be a more sustainable approach to forestry 

practices in Nova Scotia.   

- He enjoyed the Town Hall in District Eleven at Three Rivers, and meeting the good people who hosted 

us.  
 

District 5 – Councillor Heming time spent on Climate Change, talking to as many constituents as 

possible, and seeking potential solutions. 
 

District 9 – Councillor Sheridan received a letter from the Middleton and District Lions Club addressed 

to Municipal Council dated July 15th, thanking council for the Marketing and Promotion Partnership 

Program Grant for the 37th Annual Port George Country Jamboree, and providing complimentary 
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passes for councillors. She added that there will be a fun day at the Nictaux Playground on August 10th, 

with lots of events for the children. 
 

District 4 – Councillor McNeil spent time out west with his granddaughter who graduated high school 

with honours.  

District 10 – Deputy Warden Roberts attended the meeting in her area regarding cottage bins – a good 

meeting, well attended. Conclusions have been drawn and it has been a lesson for all, everyone is now 

educated and willing to work together. Valley Exhibition Redneck Rodeo went well, but not as 

prosperous as they had hoped. She has disbursed most grant cheques, and once again applauded the 

volunteers in our county.  
 

New Business 
 

Re: RFD Annapolis Royal Volunteer Fire Department Release of Funds 

 Annapolis Royal Fire Department – Release of Funds 

Councillor MacDonald moved, seconded by Councillor McNeil, that municipal council 

authorize a release of $94,000 from the Fire Services Reserve to Annapolis Royal Volunteer 

Fire Department for the final payment on the 2019 tanker. Motion carried unanimously.  
 

Re: RFP Rescue Agency for Abandoned and Stray Companion Animals 2020-23 – circulated for 

information.  

 RFP Rescue Agency for Abandoned and Stray Companion Animals 2020-23 

It was moved by Councillor Fowler, seconded by Councillor LeBlanc, that staff be authorized to issue 

the Request for Proposals Rescue Agency for Abandoned and Stray Companion Animals 2020-23 as 

presented. Motion carried unanimously.  
 

Re Canadian Wildlife Service Airboat Banding Program Information (email dated July 10th) – providing 

information at Council’s request regarding the data collected during the banding process and how it is 

used. Councillor Gunn moved, seconded by Councillor LeBlanc, to receive for information. Motion 

withdrawn.  

 CWS Airboat Banding Program Information – Letter of Thanks 

It was moved by Councillor Morrison, seconded by Councillor LeBlanc, to respond with a 

letter of thanks for such an extensive report on the work that the Canadian Wildlife Service 

does. Motion carried unanimously.  
 

 CWS Airboat Banding Program Info. – Copy to Mr. George Bruce 

Councillor Gunn moved, seconded by Councillor Fowler, that a copy of the information 

provided by the Canadian Wildlife Service regarding the Airboat Banding Program be sent to 

Mr. George Bruce of Tupperville. Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Re: RFD Margaretsville Shore Society Shoreline Access and Education Project – This was circulated at 

the meeting.  

 Margaretsville Shore Society Shoreline Access and Education Project 

It was moved by Councillor MacDonald, seconded by Councillor Fowler, that municipal 

council approve a grant in the amount of $25,000 from the Large Capital Pledge Grants to the 

Margaretsville Shore Society in accordance with AM-1.4.9 Community Grants Policy, to assist 

with costs associated with their Shoreline Access and Educational Project. Motion carried 

unanimously.  
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Re: RFD Margaretsville Shore Society Dock Repair Project – This was circulated at the meeting.  

Margaretsville Shore Society Dock Repair Project 

Councillor MacDonald moved, seconded by Councillor Morrison, that municipal council approve a grant 

in the amount of $10,000 from the Large Project Capital Investment Grants to the Margaretsville Shore 

Society, pending all policy requirements are satisfied (awaiting confirmation letter from the Society that 

the project move ahead and confirmation of other government approval) in accordance with AM-1.4.3 

Harbour Authorities and Societies Capital Assistance Program.  
 

It was moved by Councillor Sheridan, seconded by Councillor Heming, to table to the end of the meeting 

for more information. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Reports and Recommendations  
 

Re: Committee of the Whole 2019-07-09 

 Suspend Regular Committee Meetings in August 

 Suspend Regular Committee Meetings in August 

In accordance with the recommendation of Committee of the Whole, Councillor MacDonald 

moved, seconded by Councillor Fowler, that municipal council suspend all regular committee 

meetings for the month of August, with it being noted that this does not include Municipal 

Council nor does it prohibit the holding of special meetings or meetings usually required in 

August due to the nature of the committee. Motion carried unanimously.  

 Pre-Determined Fees for Tax Sale Purposes Effective 2020 Tax Sale 

 Pre-Determined Fees for Tax Sale Purposes Effective 2020 Tax Sale 

Councillor MacDonald moved, seconded by Councillor McNeil, in accordance with the 

recommendation of Committee of the Whole, that municipal council approve the following 

increase of fees for tax sale purposes, commencing with the 2020 Tax Sale: 

- Tax Sale Advertising Fee – increased from $75 to $100 per assessment account;  

- Tax Sale Special Constable Posting Fee – be increased from $50 to $75 per assessment 

account; and  

- Tax Sale Administration Fee – be increased from $75 to $100 per assessment account. 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

 2019-20 Capital Projects Funding 

 2019-20 Capital Projects Funding 

Pursuant to the recommendation of Committee of the Whole, Councillor MacDonald moved, 

seconded by Councillor Gunn, that municipal council approve the 2019-20 Capital Projects 

Funding as amended to add: discussion on former Fire Hall Demolition and a line item for 

Garbage Bins for Cottages. Motion carried unanimously. See Schedule A. 

 2019-2023 Five-Year Capital Plan 

 2019-2023 Five-Year Capital Plan 

Councillor MacDonald moved, seconded by Councillor LeBlanc, pursuant to the 

recommendation of Committee of the Whole, that municipal council approve in principle, 

years 2 through 5 of the 2019-2023 Five-Year Capital Plan as presented. Motion carried 

unanimously. See Schedule B. 
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 AM-2.2.1 Interim Staff Appointments Policy - Amend 

 AM-2.2.1 Interim Staff Appointments Policy - Amend 

In accordance seven-day notice having been given at Committee of the Whole, it was moved 

by Councillor MacDonald, seconded by Councillor Heming, that municipal council amend 

AM-2.2.1 Interim Staff Appointments Policy by changing the eligibility period for acting pay 

in Sub-section 4.2 to “more than one (1) week.” Motion carried unanimously. 

 AM-1.4.9 Community Grants Policy - Amend  

Councillor MacDonald moved, seconded by Councillor Morrison, in accordance seven-day notice having 

been given at Committee of the Whole, that municipal council amend AM-1.4.9 Community Grants 

Policy by adding under 5. Funding Categories: 

(g) Organizational Restructuring & Planning Grants – Requests for funding shall only be considered 

for organizational restructuring and planning for non-profit organizations who are structured through a 

Board of Directors, employ staff and utilize volunteers. Awards are one-time organizational restructuring 

and planning grants and shall not normally exceed $20,000. Categories available for funding under this 

application include:  

 

The grants are considered a contribution to the organizational restructuring and planning to help build 

capacity and create efficiencies within the internal structure of the organization and may be funded by a 

transfer from the operating reserve. 

It was moved by Councillor Heming, seconded by Councillor Gunn, to amend the motion by removing 

‘normally’. Motion carried, 8 in favour, 1 against.  

The question was called on the motion as amended to read: 
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 AM-1.4.9 Community Grants Policy - Amend 

Councillor MacDonald moved, seconded by Councillor Morrison, in accordance seven-day 

notice having been given at Committee of the Whole, that municipal council amend AM-1.4.9 

Community Grants Policy by adding under 5. Funding Categories: 

(g) Organizational Restructuring & Planning Grants – Requests for funding shall only be 

considered for organizational restructuring and planning for non-profit organizations who are 

structured through a Board of Directors, employ staff and utilize volunteers. Awards are one-

time organizational restructuring and planning grants and shall not exceed $20,000. Categories 

available for funding under this application include:  

 

The grants are considered a contribution to the organizational restructuring and planning to 

help build capacity and create efficiencies within the internal structure of the organization and 

may be funded by a transfer from the operating reserve. 

Motion carried, 8 in favour, 1 against.  

 Install Power Meter and Panel at Annapolis River Causeway Park  
Pursuant to the recommendation of Committee of the Whole, Councillor MacDonald moved, seconded 

by Councillor Fowler, that municipal council install a power meter and panel at the Annapolis River 

Causeway Park, for (future development;) and further that the use by Tom’s Cool Bus and/or future 

development; and further that the installation of power meter and panel be installed by the County of 

Annapolis from the Recreation and Culture Reserve, with current and monthly consumption charged to 

the user. 

 

CAO Ferguson returned at 3:22 p.m. during discussion on the previous motion.  
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It was moved by Councillor Heming, seconded by Councillor Fowler, to amend the motion by 

removing ‘use by Tom’s Cool Bus and/or future development’; and replacing ‘the’ user with ‘any’ 

user; and adding ‘with a cost not to exceed $3,500. Motion carried, 8 in favour, 1 against 

(Sheridan.)  
 

The question was called on the motion as amended to read: 

 Install Power Meter and Panel at Annapolis River Causeway Park  

Pursuant to the recommendation of Committee of the Whole, Councillor MacDonald moved, 

seconded by Councillor Fowler, that municipal council install a power meter and panel at the 

Annapolis River Causeway Park, and further that the installation of power meter and panel be 

installed by the County of Annapolis from the Recreation and Culture Reserve, with current 

and monthly consumption charged to any user; with a cost not to exceed $3,500. Motion 

carried, 8 in favour, 1against (Sheridan.) 

 

It was moved by Councillor Sheridan, seconded by Councillor Heming, to lift the motion from the table 

regarding Margaretsville Shore Society Dock Repair Project as staff had further information. Motion 

carried unanimously.  
 

Re: RFD Margaretsville Shore Society Dock Repair Project (cont’d) – This was circulated at the meeting.  

 Margaretsville Shore Society Dock Repair Project 

Councillor MacDonald moved, seconded by Councillor Morrison, that municipal council 

approve a grant in the amount of $10,000 from the Large Project Capital Investment Grants to 

the Margaretsville Shore Society, pending all policy requirements are satisfied (awaiting 

confirmation letter from the Society that the project move ahead and confirmation of other 

government approval) in accordance with AM-1.4.3 Harbour Authorities and Societies Capital 

Assistance Program. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

 Annapolis Valley Exhibition – Capital Improvements Funding ($29,216.90) 

 AV Exhibition Capital Improvements Funding  

Councillor MacDonald moved, seconded by Councillor Fowler, pursuant to the 

recommendation of Committee of the Whole, that municipal council approve the additional 

funding request for capital improvements from the Annapolis Valley Exhibition in the amount 

of $29,216.90 (HST included), funding to be allocated from the Recreation and Culture 

Reserve. Motion carried unanimously.  

 Annapolis Valley Exhibition – Organizational Restructuring and Planning Funding ($10,000) 

 AV Exhibition Organizational Restructuring and Planning Funding  

In accordance with the recommendation of Committee of the Whole, Councillor MacDonald 

moved, seconded by Councillor McNeil, that municipal council approve the funding request 

for organizational restructuring and planning from the Annapolis Valley Exhibition in the 

amount of $10,000.00 (HST included), funding to be allocated from the Operational Reserve. 

Motion carried unanimously.  

 Peter Davies Artwork 
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 Peter Davies Artwork – Letter of Apology 

Councillor MacDonald moved, seconded by Councillor Morrison, in accordance with the 

recommendation of Committee of the Whole, that municipal council send a letter of apology 

to Mr. Davies for past reproduction of his original artwork as prepared for municipal heritage 

property registrations, and direct the CAO to engage Mr. Davies in a conversation about 

reproduction rights for past and future use of his original artwork by the municipality. Motion 

carried unanimously.  

 

Correspondence 
 

Re: Champlain Elementary School Advisory Council June 24th – requesting Council to consider installing 

a sidewalk in Granville Ferry that would extend westward on North Street to Mills Mountain Road, and 

then continue southward to Granville Ferry Road. He added that this is the route that the Champlain 

Elementary School students (pre-primary to grade five) and staff travel during emergency evacuations to 

reach the nearest available safe location large enough to house all students and staff.  
 

 Champlain Elementary School SAC Request for Sidewalk 

It was moved by Councillor Morrison, seconded by Councillor Gunn, to refer Champlain 

Elementary School Advisory Council request to extend the sidewalk westward on North Street 

to Mills Mountain Road and then continue southward to Granville Ferry Road to the CAO for 

consideration. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Re: Glen Strang, Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal Email July 2nd – in response to Council’s 

letter dated June 27th to the Minister regarding service and upkeep of Northfield Road, Maitland Bridge. 

Hi informs that the entirety of Northfield Road (in both Queens and Annapolis) is serviced by staff in 

Queens County, and that the culvert issue mentioned in Council’s letter has been repaired. Councillor 

Gunn moved, seconded by Councillor Fowler, to receive for information. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Re: Tony Navratil July 2nd – requesting an temporary injunction to stop logging at the north side of Valley 

View Provincial Park on Hampton Mountain Road bordering Crosskill and Foster Lakes, until it is 

determined whether a buffer zone should be left to protect a public recreation area. He also asked, for the 

long term, if regulations for tree harvesting on private land could be applied in Annapolis County.  
 

It was moved by Councillor Heming, seconded by Councillor Fowler, to receive for information. Motion 

lost.  
 

 July 2nd Letter from Tony Navratil – Refer to Forestry Advisory 

Committee for Recommendation to September COTW 

Councillor Heming moved, seconded by Councillor Morrison, to refer the letter dated July 2nd 

from Tony Navratil to the Forestry Advisory Committee to bring a recommendation back to 

September COTW. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Additions 
 

Re: COTW and Council Agenda Procedures – Councillor Morrison noted that last week COTW held 

discussion on Single Use Plastics. The agenda stated the discussion would be a 1:30 p.m., however, it 
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was conducted in the morning. At 1:30 p.m. members of the public were in attendance for the discussion 

on single-use plastics. Can meetings pay closer attention to items as set out on the agenda?  

 COTW and Council Agenda Procedures – Refer to Staff for 

Recommendation to September COTW 

It was moved by Councillor Heming, seconded by Councillor LeBlanc, to refer this matter to 

staff to bring a recommendation back to September Committee of the Whole for discussion on 

the outline of the agenda. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Addition 
 

Re: District 5 Town Hall Date Change – the Sr. Administrative Assistant noted councillor’s calendars 

had been marked for the Town Hall in District 5 to be held on September 12th. That has been changed to 

September 19th, beginning at 6:30 p.m. at the Lower Granville Hall.  

 

Adjournment 
Upon motion of Councillors McNeil Sheridan, the meeting adjourned at 4:12 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

_____________________________ ________________________ 

Warden Clerk 
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